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"Vertumnus and Pomona" Tapestry, Woven 1894-95 
at the Gobelins, from Boucher's Original Design 



A TAPESTRY SUITE IN PLACE 
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Diagram Showing Arrangement of Boucher's Tapestry Suite of the '* Elements' ' at Newby Hall 



WHILE a piece of tapestry may be 
complete in itself, it is more apt 
to be but one part of a larger tapestry 
suite. The perfectly balanced suite, with 
the accompanying pieces designed in 
harmony with the main panels, was 
nowhere produced with as much care 
as at the Gobelins and especially from 
1755 to 1770, when Francois Boucher 
was designing subjects for the works. 
Complete antique tapestry suites 
are rare. For many such have been 
broken up and the pieces sold separ- 
ately. Boucher, however, designed a 
''Tenture des Elements'' (Tapestry 
Suite of the Elements) several sets of 
which were sold by Jacques Neilson, 
chef of the Gobelins atelier in which 
they were woven, to members of the 
English nobility. Some of these tapes- 
try suites still hang in place in the very 



rooms in which they were put up when 
they were received from France in the 
XVIII. century and with some of them 
are suites of furniture covered with 
tapestry also designed by Boucher and 
harmonizing perfectly with the deco- 
rations on the wall. This is notably 
true of the drawing-room in Newby 
Hall, Yorkshire. 

The ''Tenture des Elements" con- 
sists of four subjects. These are, 
''Venus at the Forge of Vulcan" (Fire); 
'^Venuson the Waters" (Water); ''Ver- 
tumnus and Pomona" (Earth); and 
''Aurora and Cephalus" (Air). The 
diagram at the head of this article 
shows how these panels and the ac- 
companying strips and over-doors are 
placed in Newby Hall, which is the pro- 
perty of R. de Grey Vyner. 

The panel over the fire-place and 
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extending over the entire wall space 
between the doors, has as its subject 
''Venus at the Forge of Vulcan,'' and 
most appropriately, since in the series 
it represents Fire. It is woven in a 
large oval medalion which is in the 
middle of the tapestry panel and directly 
above the fire-place. The highly deco- 
rative alentour covers the rest of the 
wall extending from either side the 
fire-place to the doors. This alentour, 
like that of all the other Newby panels 
of the ''Elements/' was designed by 
Jacques. 

The medalion appears as suspended 
by two chains from the border of the 
design and at the same time supported 
at the top of the fire-place by a base of 
gilt bronze. The frame of the medal- 
ion is partly wreathed with flowers, 
and festoons of flowers are gracefully 
draped along the upper border and 
hang down part way on the left and 
right, where a floral design rises from 
below to meet and balance them in the 
design. On the background are flying 
birds. 

On either side of this oblong tapes- 
try panel is a door. Each of these, as 
well as the other two doors of the room 
have beautiful tapestry over-doors (des- 
sus de porte) each representing a vase 
filled with flowers, while the narrow 
wall spaces, between the doors and the 
adjoining walls have tapestry strips 
designed above and below in the form 
of gilt bronze buckles and flowers. In 
the upper part of the design is a lion's 
head which is repeated in the carving 
of the furniture that goes with the 
tapestry. The strips probably were 



selected from the pieces d' accompag- 
ment by Jacques, while the over-doors 
appear to be by Tessier. All w^ere 
especially designed to go with the work 
of Boucher. 

The subject on the wall to the right 
is the exquisite ''Venus sur les eaux" 
(Venus on the Waters) . The wall oppo- 
site having no doors, presented an 
unbroken surface for an oblong tapes- 
try panel, therefore has a "grande 
piece a deux medallions," separated 
in the design of the alentour by a vase 
in bronze dore with cupids. The sub- 
ject in the medalion to the right is 
"Vertumnus and Pomona". To the 
left is "Aurora and Cephalus". An 
idea of the general character of the 
accessories can be gained from the de- 
scription of the first piece. The suite 
was begun in 1 766 and finished in 1 77 1 . 
The drawing-room at Newby Hall pre- 
sents a superb example of an antique 
tapestry suite in place. 

The illustration of Boucher tapestry 
in the March Lotus represented a large 
oblong panel with two medalions. The 
illustration to the present title shows 
"Vertumnus and Pomona," from the 
Boucher design, but with a Jacques 
alentour which makes the subject far 
more conspicuous than in medalion 
form. While made from the old pat- 
terns, this is a modern Gobelins tapes- 
try, begun October 6, 1 894 and finished 
December 24, 1 896. The French Gov- 
ernment permitted Maurice Fenaille, 
author of the monumental history of 
the Gobelins, to purchase this tapes- 
try. It was shown in the Paris Exposi- 
tion of 1900. 



